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“I Promise Sookmyung” comprises 9 goals and programs: Sookmyung Honors Pro-

gram, Sookmyung Residence Program, Sookmyung Global Talent Nurturing Pro-

gram, recruitment of highly qualified teaching staff, support for specialization, research 

innovation, foundation of a landmark, remodeling of the Yongin Training Institute, and 

construction of a dormitory. Funds raised from the campaign will be directed toward 

these projects.

“Sookmyung Women’s Junior College was founded through nationwide fundraising ef-

forts. It later became Sookmyung Women’s University, one of Korea’s leading women’s 

universities. Now, we are launching this campaign to revive its historical significance 

and make a new leap forward,” said Sun Hye Hwang, President of Sookmyung, at the 

launching ceremony. That day, in order to encourage many people to take part in the 

campaign, she promised to donate 100 million won (approximately USD 100,000) to 

found an engineering college.

Prior to this, commendations from the Ministry of Education were given to O Sook 

Park, Assistant Manager from the Office of Student Affairs, Sung Eun Kim, Assistant 

Manager from the Office of Academic Affairs, Joo Young Jo, Assistant Manager from 

the Office of External Affairs, Dong Pyo Hong, Senior Manager from the Office of 

General Affairs, Joo Young Kim, Assistant Manager from the Research Institute of 

Women's Health, and Eun Gyoung Bae, Manager from the Graduate School of Educa-

tion, In addition, a total of 34 employees, including two who have worked for over 30 

years, and fifteen for over 20 years, were awarded for their long service. Additionally, 

students who performed well academically were given the Sookmyung Talent Prize.

Special Program 1

I Promise 
Sookmyung : Our university celebrated its centennial on May 21st at Samsung Conven-

tion Center and held a launching ceremony for the “I Promise Sookmyung” 

campaign. This campaign has 9 key goals including the nurturing of future 

leaders, increasing the capacity of educational research, and the construct-

ing of a future-oriented campus.
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Sookmyung promises to nurture future leaders.

Sookmyung promises to innovate education and research.

Sookmyung promises to be the campus in 
which your dreams can come true.

Sookmyung nurtures students to be creative, future leaders who have intelli-
gence, expertise and global competence so that they can contribute to society 
and instill hopes and dreams to its members. We will take the lead in nurturing 
future competent students who can contribute to the future of their nation and the 
world, shining bright in any environment.

Sookmyung strengthens its competiveness through research and education. 
We will innovate in research at a world-class level by expanding the number 
of outstanding researchers and teaching staff. Moreover, we can succeed in 
educational innovation by reforming the educational system and improving the 
academic affairs system.

 “Sookmyung Future Campus” is a mid- and long-term plan for overall cam-
pus innovation. The dormitory will be another place of education that provides 
students with knowledge and instills passion, preparing them for the future. 
“Yongin Training Institute” is for the benefit of communication and harmony 
within the Sookmyung community. The landmark, to be built at the auditorium 
site, will inspire students with the spirit of Sookmyung: leadership based on 
respect and love.

focus on 

Pride in a long 108-year history creates a better future for Sookmyung
Sookmyung nurtures global, competent women with leadership qualities 
based on love and respect  

Our abiding pride is a program that cannot be found anywhere except at Sookmyung. A variety of talent nurtur-

ing programs are our secret to producing competent women who are competitive in the global world. Here is an 

introduction to some programs that made our university more special in 2014. 

Nurture of Sookmyung’s future leaders

Sookmyung 
Honors 

Program Fund

To nurture selected 
students to competently 

represent our nation

Sookmyung 
Global Talent Nurturing 

Program Fund

To support an 
international exchange 
program customized
for each department

Increase in the capability of education and research

A campus to embrace the future of Sookmyung

Funding for 
qualified 

teaching staff

To secure a full 
complement of highly 

qualified teaching staff

Construction of our 
Future Campus, complete 

with a global student 
center, cultural and 

athletic facilities, and 
alumnae hall

Specialization 
support fund

Yongin Training 
Institute remodeling 

fund

Research 
innovation fund

Dormitory 
construction fund

 Landmark 
construction fund

To secure competitiveness 
by specializing colleges 

and departments

To remodel Yongin Training 
Institute as a place for 

communication and 
harmony

To promote superior 
academic research 
at a national level 

and to revitalize research 
institutes

To build additional 
student and international 

dormitories

Sookmyung 
Residence 

Program Fund

To provide a strong 
cultural identity and 

an all-round education 
through the spirit 
of community life
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The ‘Sookmyung Honors Program’ is intended for freshmen, to nurture them to be 

future leaders. It is operated by the ‘Leadership Training Institute’ and expertly trains 

students in foreign languages, IT, leadership, public speaking, and other skills. It was 

launched for the first time this year. A total of 70 students were selected for the first 

season after document screening and interviews.

The ‘Sookmyung Honors Program’ started with a 2-week intensive course during the 

summer vacation, and in the second semester of 2014, students visited places relat-

ing to inter-Korean reunification and national security like the ‘Kim Koo Museum and 

Library’. A one-week intensive course is planned to be conducted during the winter vacation, 

and participants can earn special credits after completing the course. In particular, students 

who complete the course with high marks will be given an opportunity to visit foreign countries 

and perform internships there.

The ‘Sookmyung Honors Program’ comprises various curricula. Last summer vacation, the 

first class was opened by Gwang Hyung Lee, the director at KAIST Graduate School of Future 

Strategy, well-known as a geek genius. In addition to him, many celebrities such as Dong Seok 

Min, secretary general at the Korean National Commission for UNESCO, and Ji Ae Son, the 

former president of ARIRANG TV, gave lectures. ‘MBC Academy’ also opened classes titled, 

‘Speech & Presentation’ every day. In addition events such as an MOOC workshop, IT skills 

lessons, a meeting between students and graduating seniors, and athletic activities took place.

“I liked the way I chose classes for myself, paid for them, and attended lectures of various 

categories. I was excited about meeting many students with majors in other fields”, said Yoo 

Hee Joung, a student who participated in the program (Global Cooperation Major, 14), “I was 

not satisfied with my first semester, but the Sookmyung Honors Program made my vacation 

memorable.”

Special Program 2

Sookmyung 
Honors Program: A development program 

for the future leaders of Sookmyung
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I first encountered MOOC attending the lecture of Prof. Hyung Ryool Kim. He recom-

mended us to download a lesson from ‘Coursera’ an MOOC site translate it, and interact 

with students from all over the world. Best of all, I could add Korean subtitles, which I 

translated, to the lesson and share my opinion with students around the world who were 

listening to the lecture at the same time as me.

 While studying my required coursework, I came to the realization that I needed to build 

a stronger academic foundation, and thought of MOOC. So, I thought of making a study 

group together with some close friends. We carefully read the class syllabus at the ‘edX,’ 

‘Coursera,’ and ‘FutureLearn’ websites. Together, we signed up for ‘7.00x Introduction to 

Biology-the Secret of Life (MITx) from the ‘edX’ website. It made me a little bit nervous, 

but then again it made me excited too. We listened to lectures, solved the quizzes, and 

discussed why we couldn’t get the right answers. However, there was a limit on what we 

could do. By the time we felt aware of our limitations, we received help from Mi Gyoung 

Sung, professor of Department of Food & Nutrition at our university and Mu Rim Choi, 

professor at Seoul National University medical school. They promised to be our tutors. 

Thanks to their continuing support, we could solve 7 quizzes and passed 2 midterms and 

a final successfully. Finally, we got ‘verified certificates’ on September 9th, 2014.

Why I Recommend ‘MOOC’

1.  Share your opinion with 
students around the world;

2.  Listen to various lectures 
from universities all over the 
world.

3.  Make an off-line study group 
to help each other;

4.   Feel a sense of accomplishment   

      by receiving a certificate of   

      achievement

   mini interview / Hae Ri Lee (Department of Food & Nutrition, 12)

"I fell in love with MOOC campus"

Sookmyung launched of MOOC (Massive Open Online Courses) Campus, which provides classes on-line as well as off-

line and will take the lead in MOOC by building the Korea Center for Digital Humanities (KCDH) in March. The ‘MOOC 

Campus Commons’ website opened in August.

The lessons provided by MOOC have been recognized to be entirely different from other video lessons, in terms of meth-

ods and ripple effects. Prof. Hyung Ryool Kim at KCDH said, “MOOC enables Korean students to take classes from the 

world’s best universities and earn diplomas without going there. It can be called a collective intelligence model where on-

line educational resources are shared by attendees and knowledge is reproduced.” In that process, students are naturally 

trained to be people of knowledge, activity, creativity, and integrative thinking.

Special Program 3

MOOC Campus

With the foundation of KCDH, 

Sookmyung leads 

educational innovation

It is not the first time that Hee Sun Jung has been labeled 

‘the first woman.’ She was the first Korean woman to serve 

as the director of the National Forensic Service (NFS). 

She graduated in Division of Pharmacy at our university 

in 1978 and then began to serve at the NFS. At the time, 

nobody expected her to succeed at the NFS; “survive for 

just 3 years” was an oft-heard phrase about her chances. 

Contrary to this expectation, however, she headed the divi-

sions of toxic substances, narcotics analysis, and forensic 

science in succession. She then became the first woman 

to hold the directorship of the NFS. After serving out her 

term of 4 years, she took up the deanship at the Graduate 

School of Analytical Science and the Technology (GRAST) 

in Chungnam National University on September 2013. Cur-

rently, she is the chairperson at the International Associa-

tion of Forensic Sciences (IAFS), and in November of this 

year, she became chairperson at the International Associa-

tion of Forensic Toxicologists (IAFT).

She became associated with the U.K in early 1990 as she 

was granted a Chevening Scholarship from the Foreign 

and Commonwealth Office (FCO) while going through a 

postdoctoral course at King’s College. Then, she carried out 

a Korea-UK forensic scientist exchange program between 

2000 and 2006 and put much spirit into the exchange be-

tween the two countries. Moreover, she presided over the as-

sociation of FCO-granted scholarship beneficiaries between 

2011 and 2013, taking the friendship between Korea and the 

UK to another level. For this, the UK government decided to 

confer the CBE on her.

At a ceremony held at the British Embassy in Seoul, Scott 

Wightman, the British ambassador in Korea, awarded the 

medal and said, “I’m pleased to confer the CBE on Dr. Jung 

on behalf of our queen.” “She studied on a Chevening Schol-

arship given by our government and spared no efforts in 

improving the relationship between our two countries. She 

has contributed a lot to science and education. I’m happy to 

say that her hard effort has brought about this success.” She 

stated that it was a great honor for her to receive the medal, 

and she would make a greater effort to form an even more 

solid friendship between Korea and the UK.

Our alumna, Hee Sun Jung, 
the first Korean woman to receive a CBE

Last July, our alumna, Hee Sun Jung, was appointed “Hon-

orary Commander of the Most Excellent Order of the British 

Empire” (CBE) by Queen Elizabeth II. This order is second 

to knighthood for foreigners, and she is the first Korean 

woman to be honored with the CBE.

close up
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Si Hyun Ham, a professor in chemistry at our university 

is recognized as a world-class protein specialist. Her 

specialty is focused on incurable diseases such as de-

mentia, diabetes, cancer, and Parkinson disease, and 

nowadays, she strives to reveal the causes of protein 

aggregation that brings them about. In 2012, she re-

vealed the mechanism of protein aggregation relating to 

the occurrence of dementia for the first time, and more 

recently, she revealed a new cause of protein aggre-

gation. The world is taking note, and in 2014, she has 

made another breakthrough.

Her newest research was published in the fourth edition 

of ‘Angewandte Chemie International Edition,’ a highly 

recognized chemistry journal, on February 24. Her out-

standing research even earned her a spot on the cover. 

Professor Ham’s research was ranked in the top 10% of 

the articles published in the journal and was selected as 

a ‘highly important paper’ (HIP). Additionally, this spring, 

Samsung put her name on the top of the list of ‘notable 

Korean scientists’ as part of its Future Technology De-

velopment Project. We are proud to have her on the 

cover of this edition of ‘Sookmyung’.

Integrative Science: Letting the world know about 

bio-computational chemistry

Bio-computational chemistry is the key to the under-

standing of her study. Literally, it means that chemical 

experiments are conducted on a supercomputer, not 

in the laboratory. For that reason, it can also be called 

‘theoretical chemistry.’ Modern sciences are having dif-

ficulty staying independent, finding the need to interlock 

with each other and be complementary to each other; 

combining the best of chemistry and computers has cre-

ated a new era of integration. The Nobel Prize in chem-

istry is reflecting this trend as well. The 2013 recipients 

were scientists who developed simulation programs to 

model the chemical reactions of large, complicated bio-

molecules. For these reasons, Professor Ham is on the 

cutting edge of 21st century chemistry research.

Creative thinking reveals the mechanism of pro-

tein aggregation

“I study protein at my desk or on my bed, not in the lab-

oratory, using my notebook connected to a supercom-

puter. Modern incurable diseases like dementia and 

cancer are related to protein aggregation. When pro-

tein accumulates abnormally, it forms agglomerates, 

which is called ‘protein aggregation. Many studies look 

at what protein agglomerates, but most are focused on 

the properties of protein and thus have not produced 

significant results. This is why I had to find a new way to 

comprehend and predict the mechanism at a molecular 

level, and finally our team made it.”

A key to her success is thinking outside of the box. 

While most protein aggregation studies are centered 

around the protein itself, Professor Ham focused on 

the interaction between protein and water, which is the 

molecule with the highest concentration in the human 

body. Her method calculates the structure and distri-

bution of water around a protein and predict why and 

how much protein aggregates. This method is about 

90% accurate. Because protein aggregation leads to 

the occurrence of a disease can be controlled at the 

molecular level, her study offers some insight to the 

development of medicines in addition to the compre-

hension of related diseases.

“In developing a new medicine against a disease 

caused by protein aggregation, the first consideration 

is to design the medicine, and it involves a computer 

simulation to know which type is more efficacious. 

Also, the computer simulation saves time and costs. 

Her research suggests that it is possible to design 

non-aggregating proteins at a molecular level. It’s pos-

sible to apply this technology right away.”

Professor Ham calls this process ‘design.’ For a medi-

cine to have an effect, the convex shape of the medi-

cine must conform to the concave shape of a protein 

molecule. ‘Designing’ a biomolecule to become a 

particular shape can be difficult and frustrating; nev-

ertheless, she truly enjoys her work. It’s possible to feel the pas-

sion she has for her work just by listening to her talk about her 

research.

Being called a world-class scientist requires sweat and 

tears

The relationship between professor Ham and our university 

reaches back very far. In 1991, she graduated at the top of the 

chemistry department at our university, and in 1993 left for Texas 

Tech University. She had a bright future ahead of her. Unfor-

tunately, her father fell sick and she By 2003, Professor Ham 

returned to her alma mater; she was 33. She created a com-

putational chemistry course (chemoinformatics) in 2004 and has 

been teaching it ever since.

Computational chemistry is a difficult subject for undergraduate 

studies, and it is rarely offered locally or abroad. However, pro-

fessor Ham believed that Sookmyung students were more than 

capable of handling the coursework. Now, 10 years later, her 

former students are receiving attention from companies develop-

ing bio medicines and government-affiliated research institutes. 

Nowadays, computational chemistry is applied not only to biosci-

ence and medicines but to nano-engineering, material engineer-

ing, cosmetics, clothing, the environment etc.

Although she is a world-class scientist, she is still determined to 

find treatments for incurable diseases and makes many sacrifices 

to pursue this dream. One thing she would like to tell her students 

is to always have courage in anything they do. We at Sookmyung 

would also like to applaud her courage and significant contribu-

tions in this field.

Professor Si Hyun Ham’s article was featured on the April cover 

of ‘Angewandte Chemie,’ a world-recognized chemistry journal.

Insight into protein aggregation found 
through passion, patience, and creative 
thinking
Si Hyun Ham, 
a world-class protein specialist 
Professor, Department of Chemistry

cover interview
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In August, you had 2 consecutive victories at the 

Wegmans LPGA Championship and won a total 

of 12 games, of which 5 were majors. Do you feel 

pressure to maintain your position at the top?

I’ve produced good results and made good records, but  

I still have a long way to go compared to legendary play-

ers. Although I fell short compared to last year, I still 

managed to get three wins this year, including one at 

a major. Also, I’m happy with how my game is steadily 

improving. I think I perform better at majors because 

of my adventurous personality. I’m pleased that I won 

two majors in a row and feel very satisfied with this ac-

complishment.

We can’t read your face at all while you’re on the 

field. You’re known as the silent assassin. How 

can you play the game with a poker face, and 

how can you be so consistent?

I have to concentrate playing a game, so my face is 

naturally expressionless. I laugh a lot normally. I don’t 

let myself laugh while playing a game.  I’ve only recently 

become a consistent golfer in the past three years. Be-

fore that, my game was erratic, and I had to fix many 

problems. I think that going through a trial and error 

phase and experiencing a slump actually helped to 

make me a more mature and stronger golfer.

I understand that you married your swing coach, Gi 

Hyup Nam, on October 13. How is married life treat-

ing you?

We had a six year long relationship before getting mar-

ried. We went through many rough times together, but 

we also made many pleasant memories as well. All of 

these things have now come to fruition, and I’m so happy 

to the point where it hasn’t quite sunken in yet. I didn’t 

realize it at the time because I was still competing on the 

field even after setting a wedding date, but the next thing 

I knew, I became a wife. My husband and I know each 

other extremely well, so I’m looking forward to enjoying 

a peaceful married life. We got married on a Monday, 

but then I had to play again that very Thursday without 

taking any time off. I have five more games left until early 

December, so we plan to go on our honeymoon shortly 

after that. I think by then, I’ll feel that I’m really married.

I heard that you are majoring in international 

public relations and public diplomacy at the 

Graduate School of International Service(GSIS). 

Why did you decide to enter graduate school and 

what is your goal in studying these subjects?

I’ve been interest in international public relations and 

public diplomacy and wanted to study them when I got a 

chance. The one thing that I am truly good at is playing 

golf on an international level, so based on the experience 

I accumulated, I decided to go to graduate school and 

focus on international public relations and public diplo-

macy. Looking back on the past two semesters, I realized 

that my interest in sports diplomacy grew as well. I think 

that I made an excellent choice by joining this program.

What type of advice can you give to those who 

dream of becoming the next In Bee Park?

To be honest, the national tour has improved greatly, 

so I find that many younger golfers avoid moving up to 

the world stage. I think this is a shame because I would 

like to see more talented Korean players make a name 

for themselves on an international level. I want more 

players to go out into the world and enjoy what they are 

doing. It’s difficult to produce good results if you aren’t 

happy. I’d like to tell people that whatever you decide 

to do, the most important thing is to learn how to enjoy 

your work before anything else.

After deciding to attend graduate school at Sookmyung 

Women’s University, In Bee Park visited our campus and 

received a scholarship. She has always shown confidence 

on the field as a golfer, but now finds herself having to 

adapt to being a graduate student. She said “I’ve hoped 

to do myself justice in the field of sports public diplomacy. 

I’m pleased to attend Sookmyung Women’s University and 

would like to be a leader in this field in order to let the entire 

world know more about Korea.”

She personally applied for admission in order to receive a 

systematic education about sports diplomacy. She specifi-

cally chose Sookmyung because of its reputation for hav-

ing the best faculty and curriculum in its field. GSIS at our 

university is the nation’s only place where students can 

major in sports public diplomacy. While studying under a 

one-on-one mentoring system, In Bee Park manages to si-

multaneously pursue her studies as well as play golf. Since 

she spends most of her time abroad during LPGA tour, she 

earns credits by attending lectures at sister schools or lis-

tening to on-line lectures, or doing her independent strdies.

Byung Jong Lee a professor at GSIS said, “She’s very 

passionate about learning. Whenever she attends school, 

I check to see how far she is in class and facilitate her on-

line classes, independent studies and assignments.” She 

remains unbeatable in terms of record. She has won nu-

merous championships: twice at the U.S. Women’s Open 

(2008, 2013), once at the Nabisco Championship (2013), 

and twice at the Wegmans LPGA. She became the top 

ranked player on April 15, 2013 and maintained her posi-

tion for 59 consecutive weeks. She later then recaptured 

her number one title on October 27 of this year.

Her boundless enthusiasm for winning has continued into 

this year. Not only did she take trophies at the Manulife Fi-

nancial Classic, Wegmans LPGA, and Fubang LPGA Tai-

wan championships, she also scored a hole-in-one when 

she married her long-time golf coach, Gi Hyup Nam, after a 

six-year relationship. Here is a story about a female golfer 

who dreams of becoming into a golfer diplomat.

I’ve been interested in international 
public relations and public diplo-
macy and wanted to study them 
when I got a chance. The one thing 
that I am truly good at is playing golf 
on an international level, so based 
on the experience I accumulated, 
I decided to go to graduate school 
and focus on international public 
relations and public diplomacy.

In Bee Park dreams of being a golfer diplomat

In Bee Park, the world’s best female golfer, was ranked at the top on April 15th, 2013, maintained top place for 59 

weeks, and became a graduate student at our university in 2014. During the first semester, she majored in Interna-

tional PR and Public Diplomacy at the Graduate School of International Service(GSIS). She is on the list of golfer 

alumnae, like Se Ri Park.

zoom in

In Bee Park pasted Sookmyung Women’s 
University logo on her golf bag.



On September 22, an academic performance award cer-

emony took place in the Han Sang Eun Lounge in Centen-

nial Hall where one student in particular caught people’s 

attention. Mango Jane Angar, a student from Kenya, was 

awarded top honors for receiving straight A+s last semester, 

something that is arguably difficult for even Korean students 

to achieve. At the awards ceremony, she said that she was 

surprised at her own results and gave a bright smile.

Last semester, she earned a total of 17 credits in 6 subjects 

including 4 liberal arts such as ‘Understanding of Globaliza-

tion’ and ‘Writing and Reading.’ What amazed everybody is 

that she received an A+ in ‘Writing and Reading,’ a subject 

that even Korean students find difficult.

Mango became interested in Korea after listening to a lec-

ture on the Korean War while in high school. She wondered 

how Korea was able to rapidly develop its economy despite 

experiencing a war, so she began to read books related to 

Korea. Along the way, she decided to come to Korea to learn 

more about its democratization and economic development.

Before coming to Korea, she took Korean language classes 

for six months at the Sejong Language Academy in down-

town Nairobi, the capital of Kenya. To help with the language 

learning process, Mango also watched political-themed Ko-

rean dramas such as ‘The President’ and ‘Big Man.’ This in 

turn helped her to write ‘The Influence of Korean Dramas on 

Foreign Students,’ a report that was an assignment for her 

‘Writing and Reading’ class.

The secret to her learning: asking questions and ‘healthy life’

 When asked how to get a perfect GPA, Mango replied “At 

first, I was very worried about my grades. It was difficult be-

cause I couldn’t speak Korean fluently, and I had to adjust to 

a different academic environment.” However, she was able 

to overcome these difficulties by asking questions. Whenever 

she couldn’t understand something, she went to her profes-

sors and asked them questions and then tried to digest the 

information and make it her own.

In addition, she mentioned the healthy life that she has main-

tained since her high school years. She has been studious 

since childhood, and during her high school years, she used 

to study all night. Then one day, she became aware that it 

was hard to receive good marks while being in poor health. 

Since then, she wakes up at 6am every morning, always eats 

breakfast, and goes to sleep before 11pm. Mango’s favorite 

phrase is ‘veritas lux mea (truth is my light)’ and her dream 

is to build a library back in Kenya so that children can be 

exposed to many books and become intelligent and accom-

plished individuals. She also hopes to become a political the-

ory scholar and figure out a way to narrow the socioeconomic 

gap between the rich and poor all over the world. We look 

forward to eventually seeing her play an active role on an 

international level in this field.

Passion breaks down the 
prejudice against foreigners

Mango Jane Angar, who hails from Kenya and is current-
ly majoring in Department of Political Science & Interna-
tional Relations, surprised everyone when she received 
a perfect GPA last semester. She came to study in Ko-
rea on the Yang Choon Youl Scholarship, a financial 
award given to students living in third world countries. 
This scholarship was established with the intent to honor 
Sookmyung alumna Yang Choon Youl (Home Econom-
ics, ‘59) and her wish to spread love and community ser-
vice throughout the world. It is through this that we were 
able to meet Mango.

A foreign student with a perfect GPA 
Mango Jane Angar
(Department of Political Science & International Relations, 13)

people story hot clip 

On October 8, at the Centennial Hall Samsung Convention 

Center, our university presented an honorary doctorate in 

economics to President Alassane Dramane Ouattara, who 

was recently in Korea on an official visit at the invitation of 

President Geun Hye Park. This is the second honorary doc-

torate conferred to an African president by Sookmyung; the 

first honorary doctorate was given to President Abdoulaye 

Wade of Senegal in 2009.

President Ouattara is an expert in African economy, having 

received a doctorate in economics at the University of Penn-

sylvania. His extensive career includes serving as president 

of the Central Bank of West African States, vice president of 

the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and other international 

organizations.

He has a special relationship with Korea, as he was closely 

involved with the negotiations concerning Korea’s financial 

crisis during his IMF vice-presidency in the 90s. He also 

maintains close ties with United Nations Secretary-General 

Ban Ki Moon and former UNOCI Special Representative Choi 

Young Jin, who facilitated the coping process during Côte 

d’Ivoire’s internal conflict in 2010.

Since his inauguration, President Ouattara has been promot-

ing policies to improve women’s rights and public services for 

the sake of economic growth. He created a department for 

children in troubled families and enacted laws that promote 

equality between husband and wife, as well as other laws 

protecting women’s rights. In particular, he made a special 

effort in the educational sector to raise the employment rate 

and competence levels for young women.

Our university decided to present President Ouattara with an 

honorary doctorate as an appreciation for his philosophy in 

women’s education. At the presentation ceremony, President 

Ouattara said: “I believe women’s equality in various fields 

such as finance, employment, and education contributes 

to global development,” and “I will make effort to not only 

strengthen the economic cooperation and friendship with Ko-

rea but also strengthen educational exchange between the 

two countries through this visit.”

Stemming from the conferment of this honorary doctorate to 

President Ouattara, our university plans to expand its col-

laboration with other West African nations. Starting with the 

conferment of an honorary doctorate to former President Ab-

doulaye Wade of Senegal in 2009, and based on our lead-

ing role in non-governmental diplomacy with African nations 

gained from hosting the Apne Aap Women’s Collective Con-

ference (AAWC·2011) and the Korea-Africa Cultural Art Fo-

rum (2014), our university has long been working to create 

a Korean educational boom in African and Middle Eastern 

regions.

As part of this plan, an MOU for mutual business exchange 

was signed after the presentation ceremony in order to pro-

mote exchange in academics, educators, and students with 

the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire Embassy in Korea and also to 

revitalize the economic and commercial collaboration be-

tween the two countries. President Sun Hye Hwang stated, “I 

will make an effort to share our university’s excellent capacity 

and competitiveness to African nations and foster future ex-

perts in these regions.”

Our university presents an honorary doctorate to Côte d’Ivoire 
President Alassane Dramane Ouattara 

Our university conferred an honorary doctorate to Alassane Dramane Ouattara, 
the President of the Republic of Côte d’Ivoire.

 S o o k m y u n g   14 / 15



global networks

Foundation Yoon Keum Jin, Speaker of the National Assembly Chung 

Ui Hwa, former Minister of Strategy and Finance Hyun Oh seok, for-

mer Minister of Unification of South Korea Hyun In Taek, Saenuri 

Party Representative Na Kyung Won, former vice president of SK 

Co., Ltd. Shin Heon Cheol, Director of Art Center Nabi No So Young, 

vice president of POSCO Research Institute Kang Tae Young, former 

Representative of NEXON Seo Min, and former Ambassador Choi 

Young Jin. The congratulatory message for the forum on the 17th 

was given by the Speaker of the National Assembly Chung Ui hwa. 

During the message, he expressed his appreciation stating, “As dis-

played by 130 years of exchange between France and Korea, France 

played a big role in enabling Korea to get one step closer to becoming 

a developed country from the ruins of war,” and “While contributions 

from the international community are vital in the unification of Korea, 

France’s ability to embrace and overcome its history of bad relations 

with Germany is a great lesson to be learned.”

In the opening speech, that followed President Sun Hye Hwang ex-

pressed her expectations saying, “Our university has great interest in 

revitalizing non-governmental diplomacy at the level of higher educa-

tional institutions and has been maintaining close relationships partic-

ularly with France and French-speaking nations in Africa,” and “I hope 

this (France-Korea Forum) can be an opportunity to have a  candid 

discussion on main issues concerning France and Korea, as well as 

an opportunity for revitalizing exchange among key figures.”

The forum consisted of four sessions arranged by topic. The first 

session involved the topic of the unification of Korea and peace in 

Northeast Asia and was chaired by former Minister of Unification In 

Taek Hyun. vice president of the POSCO Research Institute Tae You 

Kang, former Deputy Minister of Defense Gyu Duk Hong, and Assem-

bly Member Alain Marleix, among others, presented their ideas and 

discussed the significant role of France during the unification process 

of Germany. As Assembly Member Alain Marleix pointed out, “Help 

from the neighboring countries that desired to be in the European 

Union played an immense role in the unification of Germany,” and, 

“Cooperation from neighboring countries such as China, Japan and 

Russia is desperately needed for the unification of Korea.”

The second session concerned political, economic, social, and cultur-

al characteristics of Africa and mutual cooperation, while the third ses-

sion discussed social justice, concentration of wealth, redistribution of 

wealth, and taxes on the wealthy. In these sessions, Yonsei Univer-

sity professor Young Jin Choi, Assembly Member Mariani, former vice 

president of SK Co., Ltd. Heon Cheol Shin and Assembly Member 

Didier Quentin shared their opinions. Former SK vice president Heon 

A wide range of issues were discussed at the 11th France-Korea Fo-

rum held in Seoul. These included international issues such as the 

unification of Korea, peace in Northeast Asia, globalization and local 

cooperation, as well as social issues such as social justice, mutual 

cooperation and culture in the digital age. French representatives of 

the forum included key political and diplomatic figures such as Presi-

dent of IFRI Thierry de Monbrial, Assembly Member Thierry Mariani, 

Assembly Member Alain Marleix, Vice president of France-Korea 

Parliamentarians Friendship Association Patrice Martin-Lalande, and 

Assembly Member Didier Quentin. Notably, Assembly Member Mari-

Cheol Shin advised that “social enterprises need to 

be actively used in order to, on a fundamental level, 

solve structural social issues such as low growth, 

aging population and polarization, which are difficult 

to address simply through government welfare poli-

cies and social contributions from enterprises,” and 

that “many global enterprises in the West have al-

ready made great contributions, and governments in 

each country are preparing various support policies 

and institutions.”

In the fourth and final session, Director So Young 

No, Representative Min Seo, Assembly Member 

Lalande and Assembly Member Quentin presented 

their opinions on culture in the digital age. They 

shared their thoughts on cultural enjoyment in the 

digital age and regulation policies.

Korea Cultural Institute Director of Sookmyung 

Women’s University Si Yeon Mun, who also super-

vised the forum, said: “For this year’s forum, I de-

cided on topics that best describe the undertones 

of Korea and France” and “I hope the France-Korea 

Forum continues to develop and become a good ex-

ample of non-governmental public diplomacy.”

ani held successive offices as the Secretary of State 

and Minister of Transport, having played an impor-

tant role as a special envoy in charge of Afghanistan 

and Pakistan conflicts under the Nicholas Sarkozy 

government in 2009. Assembly Member Marleix 

served as prime minister under the Jacques Chirac 

government and also served as vice president of the 

European Parliament in 1989.

Korean representatives included host of the forum 

President Sun Hye Hwang, Director of the Korea 

1 

2

3

Our university holds successful high-level 
‘France-Korea Forum’ between two countries 

The 11th France-Korea Forum, jointly hosted by our university and the Korea Foundation (KF), was held on October 16 

and 17 at the Westin Chosun Hotel in Sogong dong, Seoul. The event had special meaning as more than 40 key Korean 

and French political, economic, social and cultural figures discussed a wide range of current issues.

The France-Korea Forum is a private, high-level consultative body created between the two countries and jointly hosted 

by the KF and IFRI. The first forum was held in 1995, and several forums have been held in each country since then. 

At last year's 10th France-Korea Forum in Paris, our university was selected as a joint host organization and has since 

been holding the forum successfully.
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SM news

On April 16, President Sun Hye Hwang and others 

from our university visited Princess Nora bint Abdul 

Rahman University (Princess Nora University below) 

in Saudi Arabia and closed an administrative service 

agreement. In this contract, the two universities agreed 

to cooperate in the development of a basic administra-

tive service program and a counseling and leadership 

program. 

There are also plans to relay the excellent adminis-

trative service know-how of our university to Princess 

Nora University, such as library activation methods, 

and to develop a localized program.

Princess Nora University was founded in 1970 and is 

the world's largest women's university with 34 campus-

es around Riyadh and a total of 52,000 students. It is 

said that this agreement was pursued when President 

Al-Ameel of Princess Nora University visited our uni-

versity and was deeply impressed by the leadership 

education infrastructure and research facilities, and 

the student support service in particular. 

An organization under the Korean Council on Foreign 

Relations has already been dispatched to Princess 

Nora University and is in charge of physical education, 

but our university is the first Korean university to form 

an agreement authorized by the Ministry of Education 

and provide a university system.

Prior to visiting Princess Nora University, President 

On January 13, our university visited Singapore and 

made notable achievements, including the estab-

lishment of exchange relations with a prestigious in-

ternational university and receiving the promise of 

investment in students from a global company. Our 

university closed an exchange agreement with NTU 

(Nanyang Technological University), also known as 

the ‘MIT of Asia.’ The group of visitors from our school, 

including President Sun Hye Hwang, visited NTU in 

Singapore and signed a general exchange agreement 

Sun Hye Hwang went to Dubai, UAE on April 15, and 

formed an exchange and cooperation agreement with 

Higher Colleges of Technology for short-term stu-

dent exchange programs and research and cultural 

exchanges. In addition, both universites agreed to 

expand the short-term exchange of students and re-

search exchange of professors. President Sun Hye 

Hwang said, "As a major women's education organiza-

tion of our country, I am happy to be able to provide a 

student administrative system and education program. 

We plan to continue such exchanges and cooperation 

with various lslamic universities."

Sookmyung supplies leading 
administrative system to world’s largest 
women’s university 

‘Global best, Sookmyung,’ 
 accumulating global achievements 

Sookmyung closes agreement with the 
Yozma Group, the driving force of Israel’s 
creative economy 

and student exchange agreement with President Bertil 

Andersson of NTU. 

The two agreed to dispatch exchange students as a 

condition of mutual benefit. Therefore, up to 6 students 

per year will be able to attend both schools each year. 

NTU especially boasts top international competitive-

ness in the natural sciences and engineering, such as 

IT, NT and BT, as it receives full government support 

and has R&D centers. 

Our university not only closed an exchange agreement 

with NTU, but also discussed joint conferences, semi-

nars and special lectures for students, and agreed on 

short exchange programs such as SISS.  

Meanwhile, President Sun Hye Hwang met with Presi-

dent Olivia Lum of the Hyflux Group, who received 

an honorary doctoral degree from our university last 

year and received a promise from President Lum for 

her support of Sookmyung Women’s University. At the 

meeting with our president on January 14, President 

Lum invited a student intern to Hyflux and offered a 

round-trip plane ticket along with a monthly salary of 

2,000 Singapore dollars. She also agreed to create an 

‘Olivia Lum Honors Club’ and support a mentor pro-

gram for approximately 20 students per year. There 

are also plans for a program that provides scholarships 

for foreign students who live in difficult circumstances 

but have the potential to succeed. 

On July 25, President Sun Hye Hwang of our university 

and founder and managing partner Yigal Erlich of the 

Yozma Group closed an academic-industrial coopera-

tion agreement at the administrative building on cam-

pus. The agreement stated that the two parties would 

support Sookmyung students who dream of becoming 

young CEOs and activate creative economic activi-

ties. 

‘Yozma’ is Hebrew for creativity, originality and estab-

lishment. The Yozma Group operates the Yozma Fund 

that created the venture ecosystem of Israel in the 

1990s and spread entrepreneurship culture. It started 

with a scale of 100 million dollars in the early stages  

but has now grown to 4 billion dollars (in 2013) and has 

received a lot of attention in Korea as a model creative 

economy. 

According to the agreement with the Yozma Group, 

our university decided to start an internship program 

based on exchange with mentors, entrepreneurs and 

students etc., and host entrepreneurship seminars and 

online meetings. The decision was made to jointly aid 

a project to recommend and support entrepreneurs 

for angel investments, venture capital and overseas 

investments. Our university was the only women’s uni-

versity that was selected as a host of the Entrepre-

neurship Center operated by the Small and Medium 

Business Administration and is expected to spread 

entrepreneurship within the university and further 

strengthen employment support of students together 

with the Yozma Group. President Sun hye Hwang said,  

“We will focus on establishing an entrepreneur-friendly 

education environment based on existing support or-

ganizations such as the Entrepreneurship Center, the 

Establishment Support Center, and Establishment In-

formation Center.”
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December 2013, US Ambassador-at-Large for Global 

Women’s Issues Catherine Russell, responsible for 

global women’s issues under the Obama administra-

tion, paid a visit to our university to hold a round table 

discussion under the subject of ‘the advancement of 

women’s rights and the end of discrimination’.

Ambassador Russell, who visited Korea as part of US 

vice president Joe Biden’s Asian tour, came to our 

university to exchange deep conversations with the 

students about global women’s issues. UN’s ‘16 Days 

of Activism Against Violence Against Women’ initiative 

(November 25-December 10), the ambassador shared 

awareness about eradicating violence and discrimina-

tion against women and the advancement of women’s 

rights. She also emphasized the need to improve the 

awareness of the cause.

In order to eliminate discrimination against women 

both at work and at home, Ambassador Russell urged 

the students to make the most out of every opportunity 

and be confident about their demands. “As a woman 

with two children, I know how hard it can be,” said 

Russell, “but even when you come across these dif-

ficulties, if you have the will and desire to keep going, 

if you never give up, you will build a meaningful career 

for yourself.”

The ambassador also said that “economically, as 

well, the adequate treatment of women workers has 

become an important national issue,” emphasizing the 

expansion of social institutions that support working 

mothers and allow them to continue being economi-

cally active and the creation of such systems.

The first woman commander of the United 
States Army in Korea gives special 
lecture for our ROTC 

“Don’t settle for being the first female ROTC, but think 

about what words you want to hear coming after the 

word ‘first.’” Rear Admiral Lisa M. Franchetti, Com-

mander of the US Naval Forces in Korea, is the first 

female commander of the United States Army, Navy 

or Air Force in Korea, and she visited our university's 

ROTC for a special lecture on January 8th. 

Rear Admiral Franchetti spoke to ROTC candidates 

on the topic of ‘Leadership and Life Balance’. She dis-

cussed life as a female soldier, leadership, and how to 

balance work and family life.

Rear Admiral Franchetti used to be a Naval ROTC, 

and since she was appointed as a commander in 

Korea, she has said before that she wanted to meet 

with Korean female college students who want to join 

the military. The lecture at our university was her first 

meeting with female college students. 

Through the lecture, she said that in order to become 

a leader you need to create a human network, have 

many mentors, and continuously develop experience 

based on self-examination.

She introduced her five leadership philosophies as the 

first female USFK commander - integrity, management 

of personal connections, teamwork, a positive attitude, 

and being prepared. She also said, “You will become 

somebody’s role model some day, too. That is why 

you must be responsible and always stay true to your 

word.”

A Sookmyung Women’s University ROTC personnel 

said, “This lecture was a significant one as it was the 

first meeting between the first female ROTC and the 

first female commander of the USFK. It was a good op-

portunity to present a good vision for female soldiers.”

On March 31 Sung Kim the US ambassador to Ko-

rea, gave a special lecture at the Samsung Conven-

tion Center. He headed the Division of Korea at the 

US Department of State and served as an envoy at 

the six-party talks. He is known to be very knowledge-

able in Korean affairs and in 2011, he was appointed 

the US ambassador to Korea. He is the first Korean-

American given this position since Korea established 

diplomatic ties with the USA 121 years ago. His lecture 

was a part of the ‘Lecture on Leadership’ course host-

ed by the Leadership Training Center at our university  

where about 300 students attended his lecture. Prior 

to the lecture, a welcome video made by students was 

played for him.

He explained opportunities that Korea can have-

through a Korea-US alliance and its importance. This 

year is the 60th anniversary of the diplomatic relations 

between Korea and USA; he named it ‘hwan gap’, 

which means ‘60th birthday’ in Korean. He reminded 

students that the two countries work together under 

a military alliance, FTA, global partnership, and inter-

national exchange program and also explained pos-

sible beneficial outcomes. “Sometimes someone asks 

me what my hobby is. I then answer that my hobby is 

work” he said, “Whenever I face a difficulty, I seek the 

answer and pursue a better one. It is my passion and 

motto.” He also added, “The world has become com-

plex and gives less opportunities than before. Never-

theless, young people have to be ambitious and set 

long-term goals and have a global vision.”
“A global vision and an open mind are the most 
important virtues diplomats need to have”

Sookmyung - the only women’s university 
selected to run an entrepreneur center

US Ambassador-at-Large for Global Women’s 
Issues Catherine Russell visits our university 

The Small and Medium Business Administration (SMBA) 

has decided to found the ‘Entrepreneur Center’ at our 

university and other prestigious universities such as 

Seoul National University and KAIST. Our university can 

receive 2 billion won (approximately USD 2 million) for 

3 years, which makes it possible to unearth competent 

entrepreneurs and develop an education-startup combi-

nation system. On July 8 the SMBA announced that an 

‘Entrepreneur Center’ would be established at 6 univer-

 S o o k m y u n g   20 / 21



photo news

Sookmyung Women’s University hosted the three-week international summer camp titled “Sookmyung In-

ternational Summer School(SISS)”, during the summer vacation. The event took place twice at the school 

campus for three weeks, respectively, from July 1 to July 22 and from July 29 to Aug. 20.     

26 students from nine countries, such as Taiwan, the United States, the Netherlands, Ecuador and Swit-

zerland, attended the first program, along with non-Korean faculty and staff members of the University of 

Illinois and Stanford University. 

Classes on offer during the course of the program include “International Relation from the Feminist Point 

of View”, “Understanding Gender and Media”, and “Literary Works of Asian-American Female Writers”.  

They were also given opportunities to experience the essence of the Korean culture, by joining a live 

music show of a major broadcasting company (MBC’s “Music Focus” program), visiting the National Folk 

Museum of Korea and Demilitarized Zone (DMZ), as well as learning Korean-style cooking.  

The second program featured 47 students from nine different countries: the Netherlands, Switzerland, 

India, Vietnam, Taiwan, the United States, Japan, China and Canada. The students deepened their un-

derstanding of Korean society and culture through the program, which included Korean language and 

Taekwondo classes.

A global campus at Sookmyung! 

Sookmyung International 
Summer School

sities: our university, Seoul National University, Hanyang 

University, KAIST, POSTECH and Inha University. Our 

university started an entrepreneurship class, founded 

an entrepreneurship center and provided startup infor-

mation. It is reported that such efforts have been highly 

evaluated this time.

SMBA’s idea of introducing entrepreneur centers to 

Korean universities was based on similar programs al-

ready established at prestigious universities in the USA. 

The entrepreneur center role is to operate entrepreneur 

classes, start-up training programs, research, consult-

ing, and networking under one overarching framework. 

About 200 universities in the USA, including Stanford, 

Harvard and MIT, have been running the center and as 

a result, turned out competent young entrepreneurs. 

In particular, Stanford University has produced about 

40,000 entrepreneurs who are running companies with-

in Silicon Valley. Our university can receive 500 to 600 

billion won every year for 3 years for a total of 2 billion 

won. If the entrepreneur center produces good results, it 

can be funded for an additional 3 years. Our university is 

expected to develop an education/start-up combination 

system and carry out various programs so that students 

can have more exposure to startup related projects. 

Now it is time to give unwavering support to young tal-

ents so that they can strive toward their goals. President 

Sun Hye Hwang said, “Our entrepreneur center can be 

differentiated from others because it’ll be based on our 

know-how in startup training. I’m going to cooperate 

with other universities to make the best startup support-

ing system.”

On June 17, the Ministry of Education announced that 

it would provide financial support for universities con-

tributing to the normalization of high school education 

as part of the ‘High School Normalization Project’. Our 

university has been recognized for it’s contribution to 

improving the admission system. The ministry chose 

65 out of 133 universities around the nation, consider-

ing their performance, scale and influence. The cho-

sen universities will be financed by the government.

Our university will be granted a total of 1.4 billion won 

(approximately USD 1.5 million), Our university has 

simplified the rolling admission process; for example, it 

does not impose a minimum entrance exam standard 

and does not require unnecessary documents such as 

teacher recommendations. 

In addition, our university published some brochures 

to guide students through the application process and 

the essay test, also provided customized information.

An admission staff said, “Our university has made con-

crete and feasible plans with respect to the admission 

procedure and gave examinees a chance to experi-

ence a mock application, mock essay test and mock 

class so that they could make proper decisions, which 

led to a favorable evaluation by the ministry.” 

The support fund will be used to normalize school edu-

cation; in particular for follow-up services for freshmen, 

their educational activities, training of admission offi-

cers, research on admission systems, association with 

high schools etc.

Sookmyung: a major contributor to 
high school normalization


